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or Al Green, the gospel singer, or 
Mahalia Jackson or Marian Anderson 
or Yolanda Adams. So many great gos-
pel singers have given all of us joy no 
matter from whence we have come. 

So I would like to thank the House 
leadership. I would like to thank the 
majority leader and his staff and Chair-
man TOWNS and the ranking member of 
the Government Oversight Committee, 
all of whom helped this day come to 
fruition. 

As we move into issues that require 
our attention, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to comment very briefly on our po-
sition in Afghanistan. Tomorrow I will 
have the opportunity to join in listen-
ing to Ambassador Holbrooke, who has 
just returned back from Afghanistan, 
and I would like to offer these 
thoughts. 

I do believe that Afghanistan is very 
important to the United States, and 
after 9/11 it was important to respond 
to the attack on this Nation. But now 
I think it is important to emphasize a 
diplomatic surge and the stand-down of 
the military soldiers, all who are val-
iantly working there. I believe it is im-
portant to allow the Afghan people, 
through the building of schools and 
roads and through the building of the 
Afghan Army, to take control of their 
own security. We cannot allow this to 
be a 20-year war as it was with Russia, 
and the Afghan people must stand up. 

Some may say it is not the time, 
that it is a difficult time. And they are 
right, because instead of pursuing the 
cause in Afghanistan, over the last 8 
years we failed and detoured into Iraq, 
Iraq that took thousands of American 
lives and still unfortunately and trag-
ically struggles today with democracy 
and leadership in their own country. 
But I do believe it is time for a surge 
of diplomacy in Afghanistan, and I am 
going to work with my colleagues to 
see this happen. 

I wish to mention Iran, as well, as 
the General Assembly gathers in the 
United Nations and particularly to 
focus on Camp Ashraf that has dis-
placed Iranians. These individuals are 
in Iraq and they are subject to abuse. 
I’m calling upon the administration to 
demand for the people that are dis-
placed that happen to be Iranians who 
are in Iraq to be treated with human 
dignity and for that camp to be pro-
tected and for the Iraqi military to 
protect that camp and not allow the in-
trusion into that camp and the ram-
page that’s going on and the attack on 
women and children. Enough is enough. 
If Iraq claims itself to be a democracy, 
it is important. 

I also call upon the General Assem-
bly to comment on the abuses in Iran, 
the human rights abuse, the press 
abuse, the lack of freedom of press. 
Even as we debate this question of nu-
clear proliferation, we should not allow 
the kinds of abuses that are going on in 
Iran. 

As I move to the domestic issue, Mr. 
Speaker, I think it is important that 
we clarify that health care is some-

thing that America wants. Sixty per-
cent of the American people want 
health care. And as I was coming here 
to Washington, I met someone, Mrs. 
Wallace, in the airport who indicated 
that her son will have to have surgery 
costing a million dollars, and she 
pleaded that we get our job done. I said 
I would take her message to Wash-
ington, D.C. She was sending off her 
sister going to New Zealand. They have 
not been hampered by a program that 
is, in essence, underwritten by the gov-
ernment, but we’re not asking for a 
program to be underwritten by the gov-
ernment; we are asking for people to 
have choice. But more importantly, we 
are asking to have an option, a public 
option, that will provide for the com-
petitiveness that is so very important 
in providing health care for all Ameri-
cans. 

Let’s stop all the myths and the at-
tacks, and let’s have an evenhanded de-
bate to recognize that a public option 
provides for competition. 

b 2015 

I want to conclude, Mr. Speaker, by 
simply saying we have celebrated this 1 
year with the Lehman Brothers, but I 
will say to you that we have to have a 
recovery that makes sense, and this ad-
ministration is working on it. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. ING-
LIS) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. INGLIS addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SOUDER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ETHICS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. CARTER) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, as some 
people might know and some of my col-

leagues know, I have been appearing 
before this House for the leadership 
hour now for approximately 12 weeks, 
and I have been talking about this 
House of hypocrisy that we seem to be 
thriving in here as we have all of these 
issues that involve multiple people 
concerning ethical issues, and in some 
instances maybe even criminal issues 
that need to be addressed. I have raised 
the issue because I want to remind the 
leadership of this House that if we 
don’t address these issues, we are fail-
ing in our duty as Members of Con-
gress. 

As we sit here with the Democrat 
majority blasting JOE WILSON for a 
very inadvertent outcry in the House 
of Representatives, we seem to have 
forgotten what I have been talking 
about for the last 12 weeks which is 
Chairman CHARLIE RANGEL’s decades of 
tax evasion and ethics violations that 
have been raised over and over on the 
floor of this House. This is the ulti-
mate of hypocrisy. So I am going to 
talk about it again tonight. I think it 
is important that we listen. 

It is important to also know this has 
not just started in the last few months. 
Today is a very important day. This is 
September 15, I believe. Close to it any-
way. On September 15, 2008, the New 
York Times, certainly not one of the 
more conservative newspapers, and I 
don’t think anyone would consider 
them a Republican newspaper, called 
for the resignation of Chairman RAN-
GEL as chairman of the Ways and 
Means Committee because of the alle-
gations that he himself had pointed out 
to this House on the floor of this House 
of his failure to report certain items of 
value and failure to pay taxes on about 
$75,000 worth of income that he realized 
in the Dominican Republic on a vaca-
tion home that he owned there and 
rented out. He rightfully said he was 
going to correct that by paying the 
taxes and amending his return and that 
he felt bad about it, and that he had 
turned himself in to the Ethics Com-
mittee. 

Well, this turning yourself in to the 
Ethics Committee is almost the hypo-
crite’s dream because you say I want 
you to judge me. Well, are they? They 
have had a year now. This was turned 
in to the Ethics Committee a year ago. 
We were promised when this new Con-
gress started, we were promised in the 
fall of last year by the Speaker of this 
House, NANCY PELOSI, that she was 
sure that all of the Rangel issues would 
be resolved by the first or second week 
of January of this year. And yet they 
are still not resolved. 

The Ethics Committee’s job is to be 
the charging body in this Congress, and 
they are to look into these allegations 
and they are to make decisions. It is 
our method of policing ourselves. Quite 
frankly, when you find your method of 
policing yourself has failed, and I 
would argue 1 year on one person is 
pretty close to failure, then maybe we 
need to come up with a new system. 
Maybe we need to come up with a new 
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